
USDA

Hardiness Zone Chart

2a:  -45 to -50F

2b:  -40 to -45F

3a:  -35 to -40F

3b:  -30 to -35F

4a:  -25 to -30F

4b:  -20 to -25F

5a:  -15 to -20F

5b:  -10 to -15F

A hardiness zone is a geographically-defined zone in which a specific 

category of plant life is capable of growing, as defined by temperature 

hardiness, or ability to withstand the minimum temperatures of the zone. 

The zones were first developed by the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), and have subsequently been adopted elsewhere. 

They are categorized according to the mean of the lowest temperature 

recorded each winter, termed the ñaverage annual minimum temperature.ò 

Numbered 1 to 11, Zone 1 is the coldest area and Zone 11 is the warmest.

Sun Exposure for Plants
Plants will grow and bloom more vigorously if planted in the proper light exposure that is recommended. 

Many plants are adaptable; however, many are not. Plants not placed in proper light exposure may 

survive, but they will not thrive. 

ñFull Sunò generally means that plants should receive and tolerate at least six hours or more of direct 

sunlight per day. The afternoon sun has a stronger intensity.

ñBright Shadeò is an environment that receives between 4-6 hours of direct sun, such as a very bright 

location with a high, diffused canopy of trees.

ñPartial Shadeòis an environment that receives 2-4 hours of direct sun per day.

ñFull Shadeò is an environment with no direct sun exposure or receiving little direct sun, usually less than 

2 hours per day.

Deer-resistant Plants
Deer tend to avoid some plants and relish others. While no plant can be guaranteed to be "deer-proof," 

some types of plants are less tasty to a deer. The above symbol  indicates ñdeer resistantò from a list of 

plants from CSU Extension Service. Highly recommended by our customers is ñLiquid Fenceò to prevent 

deer damage.

A note about mature

height and width:
Various conditions determine the mature size of most 

plants, i.e. moisture level, different types of soils, pH 

levels of soils, geographic area of country, and 

zone/elevation hardiness. The zone, height and width 

used in this catalog is to be used as a general 

guideline.



Deciduous Shrubs

Pink Flowering Almond

Prunus glandulosa 'Rosea'

h4-6' w4-6'

Zone 4

Sun to Part Shade

The Flowering Almond is one of 

the prettiest flowering shrubs 

around. Small, ruffled pink double 

blooms decorate every twig and 

branch heavily each spring! The 

foliage remains beautiful all 

season long. Excellent as a 

border or foundation plant.  

Adaptable to most soil types.

Crimson Pygmy Barberry

Berberis thunbergii

h1-2'  w1-2'

Zone 4

Full Sun

The beautiful red leaves turn a 

deep burgundy by fall. It can be 

used as a border plant, or as an 

accent plant. Tiny thorns exist 

under the leaves. Not suitable for 

consistently wet soil.

Rosy Glow Barberry

Berberis thumbergii

h4'  w3'

Zone 4

Full Sun

Rosy Glow Barberry has the 

prettiest new growth of just about 

any plant you will see.  The small 

leaves come out pinkish red in 

color, and appear to be pink and 

white variegated. Most effective 

when used as a color specimen in 

the garden for its incredible 

foliage, either as a solitary or in

groupings of 3.

Black Knight

Butterfly Bush

Buddleia davidii

h5'  w5'

Zone 4b (tender)

Full Sun

Graceful trusses smothered with 

dark purple flowers attract flocks 

of butterflies. The Black Knight 

Butterfly Bush has a long 

blooming season, from mid-

summer into autumn. Cut down in 

spring; new growth is late

to emerge.

Nanking Cherry

Prunus tomentosa

h6-10'  w6-10'

Zone 2

Full Sun

Showy white flowers in early spring. 

Requires a good, well drained soil. 

Fairly drought tolerant. Needs cross 

pollination to produce fruit. 

Peking Cotoneaster

Cotoneaster acutifolia

h6-12'  w4-6'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

Suitable for any normal soil and 

extremely hardy. Persistent red 

berries and brillant orange/red 

foliage in autumn. Excellent for 

use in hedging with upright 

spreading growth.

Alpine Currant

Ribes alpinum

h3-6'  w3-6'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Shade

Used as a clipped hedge or an 

informal "natural" look. Moist, 

well-drained soil is best, but 

tolerates some dryness;

tolerates alkaline soils.

Red Lake Currant

Ribes rubrum

h3-5'  w3-5'

Zone 4

Full Sun to Part Shade

Best sited in locations protected 

from strong winter winds and 

frost pockets. Appreciates a 

good organic mulch for the root 

zone. Red currants, although 

tart, may be eaten ripe off the 

shrub, but are perhaps more 

often harvested to make jams, 

jellies and pies.

Red Twig Dogwood 

'Isanti'

Cornus sericea 'Isanti'

h4-5'  w4-7'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

The outstanding ornamental 

feature of this plant is its bright 

red winter stems which are 

particularly showy against a 

snowy backdrop. Best grown in 

organically rich, medium to wet 

soils. Although pruning is not 

required, you may want to 

remove 20-25% of the oldest 

stems in early spring of each 

year to stimulate growth of new 

stems which will display the 

best red color.

Red Twig Dogwood 'Bailey'

Cornus sericea 'Bailey'

h6-8'  w6-10'

Zone 3

(aka Red Osier Dogwood)

Full Sun to Much Shade

This striking red-stemmed dogwood 

has medium green foliage with 

creamy white flowers followed by 

blue-black fruits. Displaying a red 

bark in the winter, it is good for 

hedge use and winter interest. 

Bailey prefers organically rich, 

medium wet soils. Remove older 

canes to preserve red color.

Variegated Dogwood

Cornus alba

h6-10'  w5-8'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Much Shade

Showy red stems accent the 

creamy-white and green foliage. 

Stem color lasts all year long, 

making this a good landscape 

value, both winter and summer. 

Likes high moisture; cut back 

every few years to rejuvenate.

Kelsey Dwarf Dogwood

Cornus sericea 'Kelseyi'

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 4

Full Sun to Much Shade

A compact rounded shrub with 

white flowers in the spring that 

produce small, white berries in 

the summer. Makes a nice 

small plant for the shrub border 

or as a coarse groundcover. 

Displays brilliant red stems that 

are especially showy in the 

winter. Small clusters of white 

flowers are followed by clusters 

of small white fruit that birds 

relish. Prefers moist to wet soil.
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Yellowtwig Dogwood

Cornus sericea 'Flaviramea' 

h6-8'  w8-10'

Zone 2

Full Sun to Partial Shade

Golden-yellow stems. Glossy, 

green foliage. White flowers and 

fruit. Reddish-purple fall foliage. 

Excellent winter effect.

Blue Elderberry

Sambucus caerulea

h5-10'  w8-10'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Partial Shade

The blue ripe fruit is edible and 

often made into wine and jam. 

The leaves, stems and green 

fruit are toxic if swallowed. 

Cooking removes the toxicity.

Red Berried Elder

Sambucus pubens

h10-12'  w8-15'

Zone 2

Full Sun to Full Shade

This irregularly shaped shrub is 

great for the wildlife as the fruit is 

not edible for people until it is fully 

cooked. Yellow-white flowers in 

spring form attractive scarlet fruit 

in June. This shrub develops into 

a vase-shaped form as it ages . It 

is very hardy. 

Compact or Winged 

Burning Bush

Euonymous alatus

h6-8'  w6-8'

Zone 4

Full Sun to Part Shade

Brilliant fiery red leaves in fall are 

second to none among any other 

landscape plant used in the U.S. 

Orange/red fruits.  Makes an 

excellent hedge or screen without 

pruning. Tolerates alkaline soil.

Spring Glory Forsythia

Forsythia x intermedia

h6-8'  w6-8'

Zone 4

Full Sun to Part Shade

This showy rounded shrub 

explodes in brilliant masses of 

flowers in early spring. Use as a 

background shrub or as a feature 

in the perennial garden. Vigorous 

grower. Adaptable to all soils.

Twin Berry Honeysuckle

Lonicera involucrata

h3-6'  w3-6'

Zone 2

Full Sun to Part Shade

This formal looking, shiny-leafed 

shrub is often found along 

streams in open coniferous 

forests. Twin flowers followed by 

berries in front of reddish bracts. 

Eye-catching! 

Common Purple or White Lilac

Syringa vulgaris

h15'  w10'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

Used as a hedge or as an individual 

accent plant,  purple lilacs are 

gorgeous flowers, which can 

withstand severely cold winters with 

captivating fragrance. Prune after 

flowering because lilacs set their 

buds for the next season soon after 

blooms finish. Xeric.

Miss Canada Lilac

Syringa x prestoniae ó

h6-9'  w5-8'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

A graceful shrub with arching 

branches. Bright pink, single 

flowers mid-June. Prolific bloomer. 

Vigorous. Non-suckering. Hardy. 

Miss Kim Lilac

Syringa patula

h3-5'  w3-5'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

Compact and upright-rounded 

in form, very fragrant, pale lilac-

pink flowers with burgundy 

foliage in the fall.

Diablo Ninebark

Physocarpus opulifolius

h6-8'  w6-8'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

The dark purple foliage makes 

this a standout in any 

landscape. It contrasts well 

with silver and golden foliage 

plants. White blooms.

Deciduous Shrubs continued
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Autumn Blaze Maple (clump)

Acer x freemanii

h15-20'  w12-15'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

Small tree or large shrub ïcan be pruned 

to a lower height.

(Also available in single stem)

This is a rapidly growing maple that is 

drought tolerant and adaptable to most 

soils. The upward branching and deep 

lobed leaves and fall color make this 

shrub an excellent specimen for any 

landscape. Also available in tree-form.

Ginnala Flame (Amur) Maple

Acer ginnala

h15-20'  w15-20'

Zone 3

Full Sun to Part Shade

Small tree or large shrub ïcan be 

pruned to a lower height.

(Also available in single stem)

This small multi-stemmed tree can be 

kept lower in height by pruning. It is 

sometimes available in tree-form. It 

tolerates dry soil, drought, salt and clay. 

Outstanding scarlet red fall color.



Summer Wine Ninebark

Physocarpus opulifolius

h5-6'  w4-5'

Zone 3

Sun to Part Shade

Summer Wine® is a neat compact grower, 

with nice clean deeply cut foliage. The dark 

maroon leaves contrast well against a light 

colored background, or mixed with yellow and 

bright green plants. This strong grower 

requires little pruning, making this a 

spectacular flowering shrub. Flowers are 

pinkish - white and button like.

Extremely hardy!

Pygmy Peashrub

Caragana pygmaea

h3'  w4-5'

Zone 3

Full Sun

A slow growing plant with small bright 

yellow flowers emerging from year old 

wood in late spring. Great small hedge 

or screen for difficult growing 

conditions since it tolerates poor soils, 

drought and wind.

Siberian Peashrub

Caragana arborescens

h15'  w12'

Zone 2

Full Sun

Small yellow flowers in late spring. 

Requires little maintenance, is very tolerant 

of drought, cold winter temperatures, and 

poor soil conditions. Has good tolerance to 

alkaline soils and de-icing salt. Great for 

hedge or screen.

Abbotswood Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 3

Dakota Sunspot Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w3-4'

Zone 2

Gold Drop Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 2

Goldfinger Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 2

Jackman Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h3-4'  w3-4'

Zone 2

Katherine Dykes Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w3-4'

Zone 3

McKays White Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 3

Pink Beauty Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h2-3'  w2-3'

Zone 2

Red Robin Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h1-2'  w2-3'

Zone 2

Tangerine Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h1-2'  w2-3'

Zone 2

Red Sunset Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h1-2'  w2-3'

Zone 3

Yellow Gem Potentilla

Potentilla fruticosa

h1-2'  w2-3'

Zone 2
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