
Amended

backfill
1 part 

compost to

3 parts

native soil

Dig hole

1 times 

width of 

root ball

Top of ball 

should be 

2-4” above 

ground

Firm base

After tree is set in hole, remove at least the top 1/3 

of wire cage, being careful not to disturb root ball

Grade 

down to 

soil level.

Remove twine from 

trunk and root ball

Nylon tree 

straps

Wire or 

poly twine.
Not too tight; 

allow some 

natural sway.

Insert tree stakes* 

firmly into 

undisturbed soil.

Prune off any 

broken limbs

Prevailing 

wind

Cut burlap off top, and slice burlap

every 6” or so around ball

*Use 6’ T-Posts for deciduous trees (over 2.5” diameter use 3 stakes; under 2.5” use 2 stakes). Use (3) 2’ Guy Stakes for evergreen trees up to 14’.

Tree stakes can be removed after two growing seasons.

The last step is 

to water with 

garden hose 

slowly and 

deeply to settle 

the soil 

(remove air 

pockets) and 

moisten 

thoroughly.
In non-irrigated or 

slope areas, build a 

6” high soil well to 

hold water.

Lay weed 

barrier and 

bark mulch 

around 

base of 

trunk.


