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	 Trees, like all plants, can only be healthy 
when they have healthy roots. Mature trees are 
capable of storing enough energy to live from 
an injury or dehydration Smaller trees and 
other plants result of dehydration is weakening 
the plant, loss of branches, and possible death. 
Many conditions can result in root injury and 
loss; soil compaction, too little water, too 
frequent watering, and digging or planting in 
the root zone are all common causes. In our 
area, perhaps the most significant cause of root 
loss is winter dehydration.
	 Our winters are frequently dry and without 
snow cover for extended periods. When trees 
and shrubs have had the opportunity to 
harden off in the fall, they are more capable 
of withstanding extremely cold temperatures. 
However, when the soil dries out over the 
winter, roots also dry out and die. Thus the 
winter kill that occurs here is due not to cold 
temperatures but to dehydration. The last three 
winters have all been quite dry, resulting in 
cumulative root loss.
	 The fine feeder roots that take up water and 
nutrients are capable of rapid growth given the 
necessary conditions of warmth, soil moisture, 
and oxygen. Oxygen is available if the soil is 
not compacted, and not kept too wet. When we 
try to make up for the lack of winter water by 
watering too frequently in the spring, we create 
conditions where the lost roots are not able to 
re-grow. Over a period of several years, this 
loss can be sufficient to kill trees. The root loss 
that occurs over the winter may not show up 
until the heat of summer and causes significant 
stress to the trees when leaves, needles, twigs 
and even branches may die.

Full Services Include:
n Landscape Design/Build
n Landscape Enhancement
n Maintenance Services
n Trees, Shrubs, Perennials,
    Annuals, Container Gardens
n Landscape Supplies
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RE Landscape Services of Grand Junction, Handy Andy Snow Removal, and Christmas Decor of Grand Junction

Irrigation Blowouts!
Reserve your time 
now to prevent 
freezing breaks 
to your irrigation 
system.

	 Supplemental water over a dry winter is 
one of the most important things we can do 
to keep our trees and shrubs healthy. A deep 
soak once a month is usually sufficient. Choose 
a day when the daytime temperature is above 
freezing, and water early enough in the day for 
the water to soak in before the evening freeze. 
Water that freezes on the soil surface will 
cause suffocation of the roots, and defeat the 
purpose.
	 It is important to understand where the 
roots of trees are located. Most roots are in 
the top 12 to 15 inches of soil, and on mature 
trees they may extend outwards several times 
the height of the tree. This means that in 
established landscapes, the entire yard may 
need to be watered to keep the tree roots 
from drying out. Fortunately, our lawns and 
perennial beds will also benefit from this 
supplemental water. Since it only needs to be 
done once a month, the water can be applied 
to small areas during the warmest parts of the 
day, eventually covering the entire yard.
	 Watering in the winter is inconvenient, 
certainly, and may also be costly. It means 
getting out the hoses and sprinklers, and 
draining them when you are done. But if you 
have shopped for trees, you are aware of their 
cost. Mature trees often add thousands of 
dollars to the value of the landscape and they 
are an investment worth protecting. Once trees 
begin to show die-back it may be too late to 
save them; protect those valuable roots by 
providing winter water before problems occur.
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Fall Garden Chores
Doing these tasks now will give you a head start and 
wonderful results next spring. 
n	 Pull out annuals
n	Cut down perennials to a couple of inches above soil 	
	 level
n	Cut down perennial shrubs such as Russian Sage, 	
	 Butterfly Bush and Blue Mist Spirea
n	Dig out or spray weeds and unwanted grass in your 	
	 flower beds
n	Add organic compost such as manure, Peat ‘n Sheep, 	
	 Soil Pep or potting soil from your annual patio pots
n	Turn over beds
n	Deep water trees, shrubs and perennials

Deer eating your plants?
	 As people encroach further into deer habitat, deer 
naturally wander into lawns and gardens. While deer 
resistant plants are helpful, if deer persistently browse 
your landscape, you may need to use fence or deer 
repellents.  
	 Wire mesh fences are more effective than wood, 
although not generally 100 percent effective. Vertical 
wire Garden fences should be at least eight feet high. 
Slanted fences should lean away from the Garden at a 
30 to 45 degree angle from the ground and should be 
at least six feet high. This creates both a physical and 
psychological barrier to deer. Electric fences also can be 
used. 
	 Fences protecting individual plants or small groups 
of plants should be at least four feet high. These 
enclosures are effective because deer avoid tight, 
penned-in sites. Garden netting may protect flowerbeds 
and other low-growing plants. 

	 Tubes placed around the trunks of 
larger trees will help prevent trunk 
damage. Tubes will not prevent trunk 
damage when bucks use the trees to 
scrape the velvet off their antlers. 
Fencing trees may help keep deer 
away. 
	 To avoid unattractive fencing, we 
recommend “Liquid Fence” deer repellent. Deer 
browse from the top of a tree or shrub to the bottom 
of trees and shrubs. Apply repellent within the new 
growth. Young trees should be treated completely, but 
older trees may be treated only on the branch tips. 
In the fall and winter, treat trees six feet above the 
maximum expected snow depth. Re-apply the repellent 
every 30 days if necessary. 
	 No repellenet will be active forever and deer may 
get used to egg sprays. When this happens, try other 
measures and be persistent.

n	Plant bulbs
n	Lay additional 	
	 mulch if
	 needed around 	
	 trees, shrubs 	
	 and perennials
n	Clean and store 	
	 patio pots in 	
	 garage
n Blow out 		
	 irrigation system
n Clean, oil and store tools and lawn mower 
n Aerate lawn
n Lay additional seed
n Winterizer fertilizer


